
• What is a newspaper ?  

• What is the purpose of a newspaper ? 



What is a newspaper ? 
• news stories, editorials, columns, letters to the editor, 

lifestyles, news analyses, comic strips, cartoons, cross 
words, weather reports, horoscopes, stock market 
quotations, classified ads … 

• purpose : inform, educate, advertise … 

• circulation : total number of copies sold in one day 

• day’s issue : all copies of a newspaper published in one day 

• general-circulation newspapers or special-interest 
newspapers



How do they present 
news ? 



• linguistic codes  

• typographic codes 

• graphic codes



Types of newspapers 
• broadsheets 

• tabloids









The front page
• significant role in the success of the paper : 

placement of the news that is likely to sell more 

• visual effects 

• typographical devices 

• a lead story 

• hard news stories = breaking stories



Structure of a news story
• Headline 

• Lead 

• Body



HEADLINE
• TYPES OF HEADLINES : 

Straight headline  

US, North Korea Resume Talks 

130 Killed in Plane Crash



• feature headline

Bye Bye Big Ears 

• question headline

Taxes to rise again ?



• quotation headline 

AIDS Experts : Many Kids at Risk 

Libya Involved in Bombing — Washington



• Double headlines 

1. a shoulder / a kicker : 

Mother of Two dead boys in hospital as shocked 
community asks … 

WHY ?



2.   a strapline / a reverse shoulder :  

TRAGIC LEAP 

Man’s body Recovered after jump from bridge



Activity
Specify the type of headline :  

1. Trump Becomes President 

2. You’ll always Be the Queen of Hearts 

3. Filipino Farmers Riot in Manila 

4. Stock Market to Fall ?  

5. Musician Fined for Standing Still Too Long 

6. FM : Iraq’s Security, Economics Status Worrisome 

7. Four Kids Killed in Explosion 

8. We Will Fight Recession — Brown 

9. A Stain on Mr. Clean 

10.Microsoft to Axe 5,000 Jobs



The grammar of headlines
• deletions

A woman killed her husband  

Woman killed husband 

• special vocabulary : shorter, more powerful and 
dramatic 

How to shorten the headline ? 

MP Criticizes Dishonest Election Plan



• MP Raps Election Plot 

• MP Blasts Poll Scam 

• MP : Polls Rigged



ACTIVITY : find the verbs that have been replaced by more 
powerful ones: 

Police swoop in Dawn Raids 

Doctors Battle to Save Lives 

Prices Rocket 

Temperatures Soar 

President Sacks PM 

China Slams US Over Missile Test 

Police Chief Vows to Catch Kidnappers 

rise - promise - try - attack - increase - dismiss - criticize



LIST of headline vocabulary 

ACTIVITY : choose a synonym from the list for the 
underlined words :  (on paper)


