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WHO Resolutions



WHAT ARE WHO RESOLUTIONS?

A resolution is a written motion 
(formal proposal) adopted by a 
deliberative body.

Resolution WHO resolutions

They are discussed and 
approved by the World Health 
Assembly (WHA) during its 
annual meeting

Or by the Executive Board (EB)



WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF WHO RESOLUTIONS?

•Have a global diffusion to all member states

• Imply that the WHO Director General (DG) is committed in their 

application

WHO resolutions



Hemoglobin disorders at the 
global level



GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION OF HEMOGLOBIN DISORDERS 
(BIRTHS OF AFFECTED INFANTS PER 1000 BIRTHS, WHO, 1996)

1- Role of malaria

2- Role of migrations



PREVENTION PROGRAMMES FOR  THALASSEMIA

Example of Cyprus



PREVENTION PROGRAMMES FOR  
THALASSEMIA

Example of Sardinia



FALL IN THE BIRTH RATE OF CHILDREN WITH THALASSEMIA
IN SELECTED COUNTRIES

%

years



WHO & Hemoglobin Disorders



CONTROL OF HEMOGLOBIN DISORDERS

WHO guidelines, 1994



MEETING OF EXPERTS, GENEVA, MAY 2006

WHO-March of Dimes meeting

Management of the disease



WHO - TIF MEETING, CYPRUS, 2007

Management of Hb disorders



WHO resolutions 

on Hemoglobinopathies



LIST OF WHA / EB RESOLUTIONS (IN GENETICS)

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

WHA57.13 22 May 2004 Genomics and world health 

WHA59.20 27 May 2006 Sickle cell anaemia

WHA63.17 21 May 2010 Birth defects

EXECUTIVE BOARD

EB116/3 21 Apr 2005 Control of genetic diseases

EB117.R3 25 Jan 2006 Sickle cell anaemia

EB118.R1 29 May 2006 Thalassaemia and other haemoglobinopathies



LIST OF WHA / EB RESOLUTIONS: SICKLE CELL ANEMIA

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

WHA57.13 22 May 2004 Genomics and world health 

WHA59.20 27 May 2006 Sickle cell anaemia

WHA63.17 21 May 2010 Birth defects

EXECUTIVE BOARD

EB116/3 21 Apr 2005 Control of genetic diseases

EB117.R3 25 Jan 2006 Sickle cell anaemia

EB118.R1 29 May 2006 Thalassaemia and other haemoglobinopathies



WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION: RESOLUTION ON SICKLE CELL ANEMIA

• EB117.R3 Resolution, 2006



• WHA59.20 Resolution, 2006

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION: RESOLUTION ON SICKLE CELL ANEMIA



LIST OF WHA / EB RESOLUTIONS: THALASSEMIA

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

WHA57.13 22 May 2004 Genomics and world health 

WHA59.20 27 May 2006 Sickle cell anaemia

WHA63.17 21 May 2010 Birth defects

EXECUTIVE BOARD

EB116/3 21 Apr 2005 Control of genetic diseases

EB117.R3 25 Jan 2006 Sickle cell anaemia

EB118.R1 29 May 2006 Thalassaemia and other haemoglobinopathies



• EB118.R1 Resolution, 2006

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION: RESOLUTION ON THALASSEMIA



LIST OF WHA / EB RESOLUTIONS (IN GENETICS)

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

WHA57.13 22 May 2004 Genomics and world health 

WHA59.20 27 May 2006 Sickle cell anaemia

WHA63.17 21 May 2010 Birth defects

EXECUTIVE BOARD

EB116/3 21 Apr 2005 Control of genetic diseases

EB117.R3 25 Jan 2006 Sickle cell anaemia

EB118.R1 29 May 2006 Thalassaemia and other Haemoglobinopathies



WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

EB118.R1 Resolution, 2006
Also mentions hemoglobinopathies



WHO RESOLUTIONS ON HEMOGLOBINOPATHIES

• Sickle cell anemia (SCD)

• Thalassemia (Thal) and other hemoglobinopathies

• Birth defects (including SCD & Thal)

What do they say?



WHO RESOLUTIONS ON HEMOGLOBINOPATHIES

• To implement and reinforce national 
programmes on HB disorders

• To evaluate the impact of national programmes

• To intensify the training of all health 
professionals

• To promote community education

• To promote international cooperation

• To develop and strengthen medical genetic 
services

• To support basic and applied research

Urge Member States: 



WHO RESOLUTIONS ON HEMOGLOBINOPATHIES

• To provide technical support and advice to 
national programmes

• To expand the training and expertise of 
personnel

• To support the further transfer of affordable  
technologies

• To draft guidelines on prevention and 
management

• To foster the establishment of regional 
groups of experts

• To support needed research

Request the Director-General: 



Implementation of WHO 
Resolutions on Hb Disorders



WHO ACTION PLAN (2008-2013) FOR THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF NCDS 

• Integrate NCD prevention into the development 
agenda, and into policies across all government 
departments

• Establish and strengthen national policies and plans 
for the prevention and control of NCDs

• Promote interventions to reduce the main risk 
factors for NCDs: tobacco use, unhealthy diets, 
physical inactivity and harmful use of alcohol

• Promote research for the prevention and control of 
NCDs

• Promote partnerships for the prevention and control 
of NCDs

• Monitor NCDs trends and assess progress made at 
country level



WHO - HUMAN GENETICS: PARTNERSHIPS

Partners
• WHO Regions

• WHO Collaborating Centres

• NGOs in official relations with WHO-

HGN  (ex: TIF)

• Other International Organizations…



IMPLEMENTATION OF WHO RESOLUTIONS

Role of Partners

The 6 WHO Regions:

•Eastern Mediterranean
•Africa
•South East Asia
•Western Pacific
•Europe
•Americas



IMPLEMENTATION OF WHO RESOLUTIONS

Role of Partners

Adoption by the WHO regional 

Committee of SCD strategy in Africa

The 6 WHO Regions:

•Eastern Mediterranean
•Africa
•South East Asia
•Western Pacific
•Europe
•Americas



CONCLUSION

• WHO resolutions on hemoglobin disorders: a health priority at the 
global level

• Implementation at the country level warrants collaborations in all the 
fields



WHO PUBLICATIONS ON HEMOGLOBIN DISORDERS

• WHO, 1989. Report of the fifth WHO working group on the feasibility study on hereditary disease community control programmes (Hereditary anaemias) . WHO, Geneva, 
Switzerland. (WHO/HDP/WG/HA/89.2)

• WHO, 1991. Guidelines for the Management of Sickle Cell Disease. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland (WHO/HDP/SCD/91.2)

• WHO, 1993. Report of a joint WHO/TIF meeting on the prevention and control of haemoglobinopathies. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland (WHO/HDP/TIF/WG/93.1)

• WHO, 1994. Educational materials on prenatal diagnosis for Sickle-cell disorder. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland (WHO/HDP/EM/PN.SCD/94.2).

• WHO, 1994. Guidelines for the Control of Haemoglobin Disorders. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland (WHO/HDP/HB/GL/94.1).

• WHO, 1995. Prevention and Control of Haemoglobinopathies. WHO Bulletin, v73(3):375-386.

• WHO, 1997. Inherited Haemoglobin Disorders: an increasing global health problem. WHO Bulletin, v.75 (3):15-39.

• WHO, 1999.  Services for the Prevention and Management of Genetic Disorders and Birth Defects in Developing Countries. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland 
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• WHO, 2002. Report of the Advisory Committee on Health Research. Genomics and World Health. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland (ISBN 92 4 154554 2).

• WHO, 2003. Genetic Approaches to Haemoglobin Disorders and Primary health Care. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland (WHO/HGN/TIF/CONS/03.1)

• WHO, 2006. Report by Secretariat to Executive Board: Sickle-cell anaemia. EB117, Doc. EB117/34. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland 

• WHO, 2006. Report by Secretariat to World Health Assembly: Sickle-cell anaemia. WHA59, Doc.A59/9. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland

• WHO, 2006. Report by Secretariat to Executive Board: Thalassaemia and Other Haemoglobinopathies. EB118, Doc. EB118/5. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland

• WHO, 2006.  Executive Board Resolution on Sickle Cell Anaemia. EB117.R3. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland

• WHO, 2006. World Health Assembly Resolution on Sickle Cell Anaemia. WHA59.20. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland

• WHO, 2006. Executive Board Resolution on Thalassaemia and Other Haemoglobinopathies. EB118.R1. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland

• WHO, 2006. Report  of  a joint  WHO/MOD meeting on Management  of  Birth Defects  and Haemoglobin Disorders. WHO, Geneva, Switzerland.

• WHO, 2007. Report of Joint WHO/TIF Meeting. Management of Haemoglobin Disorders, Nicosia, Cyprus, 16-18 November 2007

• WHO, 2010 Report by Secretariat to World Health Assembly: Birth defects. WHA63.17, WHO, Geneva, Switzerland ….
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