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Support Plan

1. The library services of the University of Montpellier

2. Conducta literaturesearch

3. Applications in the SCD-UM and Sudoccatalogues

4. Applications in Databases

5. Applications inweb search engines.

6. Data researchin the Human and Social Sciences usefulin medicine



1.

The library services of the University of Montpellier



Services

 Loan of up to 15 documents (books, dissertations) for 28 days (return date based on your calendar)

 Return of documents to any BU in the Montpellier network, of which MédecineNîmesis a part

 Books already borrowed can be reserved

 Possibility of bringing in a document from another BU in the network

 Books markedwith can be consulted on site

 Information and help with research, both on-site and remotely :

- Online question and answer service:UBIB

- bumedecine-nimes@umontpellier.fr
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https://ubib.libanswers.com/contactez-nous/
mailto:bumedecine-nimes@umontpellier.fr


Opening hours of the BU MédecineNîmes
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Mondayto Friday

9h- 22h30

Saturdays

10h - 18h

Sundays

10h - 18h



Nîmes UniversityMedicalLibrary

Photocopies, impressions
0,06 €A4in black and white

 0,18 €A4in colouror A3

 Printing via the websiteSedecoMontpellier

Computer access
2 computer rooms (30 workstations)

 Laptop loan for the academic year at home

 Loan of Netbooks and headsets on site

 AWi-Fi connexion
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https://www.sedeco-impressions.com/montpellier/
https://bibliotheques.edu.umontpellier.fr/services/se-connecter-au-wifi/


Printedcollections

What documents can I find?

 Books on the shelves

 Paper magazines

 Memoirsfrompreviousyears
(In bookstack: call Monday to Friday from 9h to 18h, fill in a consultation request form at 
reception)

How do I find documents?

 Classification plane

 Online Catalog: https://bibliotheques.edu.umontpellier.fr/les-ressources-a-votre-
disposition/
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https://bibliotheques.edu.umontpellier.fr/les-ressources-a-votre-disposition/
https://bibliotheques.edu.umontpellier.fr/les-ressources-a-votre-disposition/


Access to the SCD-UM catalogue

Via your account ENT UM, after

activating your account when you

loginforthe1sttime...

… the “Bibliothèques" menu gives access to the SCD-UM 

catalogue with immediate authentication
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Services and BUsof theSCDand UM

 Yourservices

 Check yourreaderaccount

 Makingan ILL request

 Ask a question to a librarian via the 
UbibserviceUneQuestion?

 Book a workspace

 YourBU

 FindaBUandconsultitsfile(details)

 FindoutaboutBUopeningtimes

 Bring and/or return a document to
theBUofyourchoice

 Training

 Request a personal appointment 
with a librarian

 Access self-training tutorials

 Access to documentary
resources



Yourreaderaccount
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Access to your reader account

 Extendyourloans

 Consult the return dates and 

the history of your 

borrowings

 Makean ILL request



InterlibraryLoan: ILL

Bringing in a document not found in 
the Montpellier’s BUs

In the first drop-down menu, choose the university library that suits

you best (not necessarily BU Nîmes Médecine) as the collection

library.

It is in this library that you must collect and return the document

requested (thesis, monograph, article, bearing in mind that for

this last type of document, it is a reproduction that you can

keep...)

Filllinthemandatoryfields,thenconfirm
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Summary of resources and services available online or on site

Medical theses and certain

dissertations (School of Midwifery

and Acupuncture) defended from

2015 onwards are available in

electronic format and can be

consulted online from the BU

website,‘Rechercher'menu
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To extend, reserve 

documents, view 

your loan history and 

ILL requests.

Don't forget to log in

In authenticated mode on the University's ENT, activating the “Bibliothèque" tile gives immediate access to :

 The catalog

 Your own reader account

 The various services offered by the UM SCD

 Databasesand electronicjournals

• If you are looking for a specific

database for which you know

the title, perform an advanced

search using the "Databases"

material type, then enter the

title

• If you would like to find out

more about our range of

healthcare databases, an

alphabetical and thematic list

of databases is available from

the "Databases A - Z" tab on

the home page of the

catalogue



The "Bibliothèque" tile: immediate access to the catalogue

1. Bydefault, you are redirectedto

thesimplesearchinterface.

This should only be used to

search for a document for which

you know the exact title, or part of

the title, and the author of the

document.

2. To search bysubject or

keyword, select the active

"Rechercheavancée"link

3. The advanced search lets you 

choose the criteria and scope of your 

search

Example: "Sujet" for a keyword search
13



2.

Conductdocumentaryresearch



The stages of documentary research

01

15

02

Build search 

equations by 

associating 

keywords with 

Boolean operators

Choosing 

the right 

information 

reservoirs

Evaluate the 

information found: 

analyze the 

quality and 

relevance of the 

documents 

collected

Defining and pinpointing your 

subject: asking questions 

using the 3QPOC model

Identifying  concepts and 

collect synonyms

Obtaining paper 

documents online via 

the ILL service

Writing your 

bibliography with 

Zotero

06

05

04

What is a research methodology? This is the set of steps involved in searching for, identifying and finding documents relating to 

a subject by developing a search strategy

03



Defining and pinpointing your subject of research:

To identify the theme or subject of your research, you need to understand it:

To be effective in your research, find relevant documentation and produce quality work, start by researching the 

definition of your keywords

To familiariseyourself with your subject and see its scope, consult reference documents such as: an 

encyclopaedia, a terminology dictionary, a textbook referred to in your course or in a bibliography, a magazine 

article

The aim is to highlight the issues associated with the problem and to provide an initial bibliographic overview
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There are several ways of defining your subject:

- brainstorming

- mind-mapping

- 3QPOC(or 5W) questioning: Qui ? (Who?), Quoi ?(What?), Où(Where?), Comment ? 

(How?), Pourquoi? (What for?) or the PICO process
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How do you question your subject?
QuintilianQuestioningor 3QOCP

We question the topic to bring out the main themes, sub-themes and the angle we want to give to it (social, medical, 

psychological, etc.).

Goal : Draw up a precise research question. This method can be used again if the subject is too broad 

or too narrow..

Delimiting your subject means asking yourself questions about the aspects that should be studied as a

priority.QQQOCPquestioningisusedtoclarifyandspecifyyoursubject.Itinvolvesaskingyourselfallthepossiblequestions

tofindthemainconceptsandideasofthesubject.
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How do you question your subject?
PICO process

PICOprocess: (P : Patient, Population or Problem; I : Intervention;

C : Comparaison, control or comparator ; O : Outcome(s))

Formulating a PICO process makes it possible to clarify a study question and identify the key concepts, so that you can then carry 

out an effective bibliographical search in a database.

Example : Is thereanypoint (O) in vaccinating(I) pre-schoolchildren(P) against chickenpox 

rather than allowing epidemics to develop spontaneously in schools (C) ?



Identify the concepts in the subject and collect synonyms
Use free language
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Before turning directly to information sources, you need to define a research strategy:

The aim is to think of as many different words or expressions as possible to describe the main ideas or concepts of 

your subject

o find your keywords, you can use ”natural language”, i.e. "your own words"

To find relevant documents, you need :

 Break your subject down into concepts and avoid using empty terms or useless words: problem, issue, impact, 

influence, comparison, relationship, importance (= meaningless for the subject)

* Concepts=Keywords relating to a subject which will then be used in search tools. 

A concept =could be one or more keywords

 Collect synonyms, close terms and related terms in French and English to avoid missing documents that do not match 

this keyword in the resources

 It is essential to translate your keywords into English as many resources are queried in Englishas many 

resources are queried in English (use Deepl,a free, open-source translator)

https://www.deepl.com/fr/translator


What tools can you use to define and collect your keywords?
Terminologytools

Define and search 
for keywords

MedicalDictionaryof the 

l’AcadémiedeMédecine
Platform for scientific

terminology ressources: 

The LanguageShowcase

Loterre

Bounce off the keywords 

suggested in the subjects of 

bibliographic records in a 

catalogue or database
Browse textbooks, find an 

interesting article or 

bibliography.

Wikipédia: 

Free encyclopedia not necessarily 

reliable but very rich in keywords

Specialised health

terminology portal

HeTop
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http://dictionnaire.academie-medecine.fr/
https://vitrinelinguistique.oqlf.gouv.qc.ca/
https://www.hetop.eu/hetop/


Find a keyword in MeSHlanguage in HeTOP

MeSHkeyword or

descriptor

MeSH Equivalent 

in English

"Meilleurs candidats" 

suggests descriptors 

related to the semantic 

field of the term

Synonyms

Definition

21



Find a keyword in MeSHlanguage in HeTOP

Suggestedtree 

structure for this 

term

The ' Hiérarchies' tab allows you to situate the term in the

various medical science categories to which it refers, from the

mostgeneraltothemostspecific

22



• Find synonyms in French
and English using
dictionariesandterminology
tools

• Find generic, specific or 

associated terms using 

hierarchical semantic 

relationships

• The Grand dictionnaire
terminologique(GDT)

• National Academy of
Medicine

• Translation of key
wordsintoEnglish.

• Find an equivalent in indexing 

language using thesauri: MeSH

for the health sector

Formulate
in controlled
vocabulary

Defineand 
translate 

keywords

Select 
synonyms

Examine 
related
concepts

Work on yourkeywords

23



A search equation is used to query the documentary tools: 

The keywords in the subject are associated using  Boolean operators =AND, OR, NOT

AND

Both (each of the search terms must be present):

allows you to narrow your search

E.g. medicinal plant* AND phytotherapy*

Either or both: allows you to link two synonyms and broaden your search 

E.g. headache* ORheadache*

One withoutthe other:one of the search terms is excluded

E.g.analgesic*NOTaspirine*

Search

Equation

In French

In English

Construct one or more research equations

OR

NOT

24



«»
Inverted commas : They can be used to search for an exact expression or a 

character string.

E.g.  "Swallowingdisorders"

Truncationor star: it replaces the last letters in a word 

E.g. epidemia* willgiveepidemic, epidemics, epidemiology, epidemiological,

epidemiology, ...

Filters:They allow you to sort/refine the number of results

E.g. filters by type of support, by BU, by date, etc.

Advanced 

search

The advanced search mode will save you time with every tool you use

Construct one or more research equations

*

Filters

25

There are also syntax operators that can be used to manipulate the results



An example
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Determiningthe limits
Identify the limits of time, place, etc.

Identifyingconcepts
Express your subject using a few meaningful words

Please note! The more concepts there are, the more precise the search and the fewer documents 

will be found

Find synonyms in English and French

Identify synonyms or equivalent terms in French and then translate the terms into English if you 

need to search English-language databases

Construct your search equations using Boolean operators

AND/OR/NOT

My subject: Therapeutic management of obesity in adolescents



An example
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CONCEPT 1 CONCEPT 2 CONCEPT 3

Obesity Adolescent Therapy

CONCEPT 1 CONCEPT 2 CONCEPT 3

Surpoids, Surcharge
Weight

Overweight

Fatness

Childhood

Obesity

Childhood

Overweight

Adolescent, young person, 
teenager

teenager

Therapy, Management
therapeutic

Treatment

Treatment, care, 

therapeutic

management

MySearchEquations

Obesity OR overweight OR OverweightAND teenager OU Young OU

Adolescent AND Treatment ORTherapeuticmanagement
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Search Strategies
Keywords / French–English synonyms / MeSH terms

Topic: Prevention of urinary leakage following organ 

descent KEYWORD KEYWORD KEYWORD

NATURAL 

LANGUAGE

Urinary leakage* Organ descent Prevention

PROFESSIONAL 

LANGUAGE

Urinary loss* Ptose Preventative measure*

Enuresis Procidence Preventive medicine

Urinary

incontinence

Prolapsus

EQUIVALENT IN

ANGLAIS

Bladder incontinence Prolapse Prevention

Incontinence of urine Ptosis Preventive Care

Enuresis

TERME MESH
Incontinence urinaire Prolapsus 

d'organe 

pelvien

Prevention and control 

(Qualifier)

TERME MESH

ANGLAIS

Urinary incontinence Pelvic organ prolapse Prevention and

control (Subheadind)

OU
/  

OR

ET / ANDFor the term enuresis, you can exclude the 

term child from the search: enuresis NOT 

"child*".
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Objective Method Example

Identify concepts in a research 

statement
Guiding research

Keep only the main keywords.

Exclude relational terms (e.g.

effects, causes, comparisons,

etc.)

Prevention of bladder 

weakness following organ 

descent: the current 

situation in France.

Find keywords that are 

synonymous or associated 

with concepts

Diversify search results

List synonyms in English and 

French.

Determine related terms. Use 

dictionaries or thesauri

- Urinary incontinence, 
Urinary loss...

- Procidence, Prolapsus…

- Prevention, Preventive
measures

- Bladder incontinence

- Prolapse

Combining keywords
Achieve accurate and 

complete results

Match keywords with each 

other with OR, (), AND

• OR to link synonyms

• () to enclose synonyms 

connected by an OR

• AND to link concepts 

between them

- (Urinary* incontinence* 

OR Bladder* leakage*) 

AND (Organ* descent* 

OR Prolapsus)

AND Prevention

- (Incontinence of urine OR 

Bladder  incontinence) 

AND (Prolapse

OR Ptosis) AND Prevention

Setting limits Define your subject if necessary
If necessary, indicate a time 

limit

France

Last ten years

Steps to Design a Concept Board

Blank concept table for use (click on this link)

https://mondiapason.ca/fichiers/OutilPlan/index.html


3.

Applications in SCD-

UM and Sudoc

catalogues



Applications in the Library Catalog

In “Recherches

avancées": possibility to 

cross-reference several 

search criteria using the 

Boolean operators and 

filters

• on the Search page

• on the Results page
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Deciphering the leaflet in a printed book

The ‘Emplacement’ area 

allows you to know 

where the copies of the 

document are physically 

located

Subject words are the 

keywords with which 

documents are indexed

Possibility to restart the 

search by clicking on 

an author's name for 

example

‘Réserver' allows you to 

bring a document to 

another library

32 31



Decipheringa book’s leaflet

33 31

Some documents are 

available in paper or 

electronic format



Decipheringan article’sleaflet

Access to the 

full text of the 

articles via the 

links provided 

in the leaflet

Always remember to 

be identified !
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Querying an online resource
Accessing databases

A-Z databases: search 

alphabetically or by 

subject by clicking on 

the "Médecine" heading, 

for example, where you 

will find a selection of 

databases

35 31



 Managing references : print a reference, send it by e-mail, retrieve a permanent link,

quoteit

 Create Favorites: Save references with the pin icon and view them by clicking on the

MySelectionpin iconinthetopmenubar

 Viewsearchhistory: Stores only the queries for the current session ; click on its title to 

search again

CatalogOptions & Services
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Sudoc: national catalogue of French libraries

The Sudoc catalogue allows you to find all the

theses defended in France and the printed

collectionsheldbyotherBUs.

37 31



Sudoc: national catalogue of French libraries

38 31



Deciphering a thesis bibliographic lealflet

Please note : not all theses listed in

the SUDOC are freely accessible

online

39 31
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HAL-Dumas
Full-access portal for dissertations and theses

DUMAS is a sub-portal of the HAL open archive, which is committed to 

open access

Full-text consultation of master's theses and dissertations in all disciplines

Advanced search

Please Note that not all theses and dissertations can be 

found here



I'mlookingfor theses!

 I am looking for a PhD thesis:

 Theses.fr : theses defended or in preparation since 1985 (includes TEL)

 Dart Europe : Online theses defended in European universities

 NDLTD : Access to the full text of electronic theses defended worldwide. International

organisation for the promotion of electronic theses and dissertations. Their NDLTD

Union catalog lists more than one million electronic theses and dissertations online,

classified by NDLTD member institution collection

 Sudoc and SCD catalogue

 I am looking for practice theses:

 Via the DUMAS open archive: DUMAS is part of an international movement in favour of
open access. The main aim of the repositories is to increase the visibility and accessibility of
students' work. It includes dissertations that are not necessarily in the Sudoc

 Via the SCD catalogue: Doctoral theses defended at the University of Montpellier.
Consultation of the thesis depends on the scope chosen by the author (Internet, Embargo or
confidentiality)

 Via the SUDOC catalogue: It lists all theses defended in France. It is useful to consult it

when looking for a thesis defended in another French university. You can make an ILL

request from our SCD catalogue by being authenticated and have the document brought to

the BU.
41

http://theses.fr/
https://www.dart-europe.org/basic-search.php
https://ndltd.org/thesis-resources/


I search... I find!
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I'm looking for I can use The tool

A paper book, 

An e-book Library Catalog
Catalogue SCD-UM, 

SUDOC  Cyberlibris, 

ClinicalKey, Cairn

A journal article or 

conference paper

A database, a 

search engine

A publisher's 

platform, An open 

archive

PubMed...

Google 

Scholar,  

Science 

Direct  Cairn

The title of a magazine Library Catalog Catalogue SCD-UM, SUDOC

A practice thesis
Library Catalogue, 

An Open Archive

Catalogue SCD-UM, 

SUDOC  DUMAS 

(pas exhaustif)

A master's thesis
Library Catalog An 

Open Archive

Catalogue SCD-

UM  

DUMAS

Clinical Trials Databases PubMed, Cochrane ClinicalTrials

Atlas of anatomy Application Visible Body



4.

Applicationsin

Databases
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Academy Search Premier

Academic Search Premier is a database and indexing and abstracting service for scientific and 
academic journal articles. The database focuses on the following main subjects: health sciences, 
natural sciences, philosophy, literature, etc.

In some cases, full articles can be downloaded in PDF format. Most articles are in 
English.
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Academy Search Premier

 Search in English

 Ability to choose the scope of the search (title, 
author, subject, full text, etc.)

 Multi-criteria search function

 Other options allow you to limit the results
according to certain criteria

 Academic Search Premier has its own
thesaurus (directory of keywords) combined
with a bibliographic query builder (see next
slide).
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1. Search for a term

2. Tick the box of the desired term

3. Select the Boolean operator and click 

on “Ajouter"

4. Continuing with another concept

5. Start search

AcademySearchPremier

5

1 et 4

3

2



The ScienceDirectplatform

Over 4,000 full-text journals in all fields:
health, science, humanities and social
sciences.

Please note that these are Elsevier group
publications,sotherearenootherpublishers
in this database: this search is byno means
exhaustive!

Allowsyoutomonitoranauthor,amagazine
orasubject.

VideoTutorial

Theadvancedfeaturesassociatedwithcreatinga
personal account in ScienceDirect allow you to
developarealdocumentaryresearchstrategy.

Alerts about your searches and the magazines
you want (you'll receive an email with the
clickablesummaryofthelatestissue).

Browse through themagazines.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrC9uaORDBw


Advanced search in ScienceDirect

Advanced Search

More precise 

search by author, 

keywords, etc.

Full-text search

Full text

48 49



1600 scientific journals published by Wiley in all fields of research: mainly in 

the hard and medical sciences, engineering sciences, and secondarily in 

the humanities and social sciences, particularly in economics and 

management, law and political science, philosophy, geography or urban 

studies.

Wiley

49 49



Advanced searchin Wiley
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The Medline/PubMed medical database

Recherche simple

Advanced search

PubMed is freely accessible on the web. However, we 

advise you to access it via the SCD-UM catalogue after 

identification. You will then benefit from a maximum of 

full text thanks to our subscriptions 

(Databases A-Z ➝ Medicine ➝ Medline or Pubmed)

51 49



Using the simple search in PubMed

The simple search: Google-

style search bar: too many 

results or irrelevant results!

You can use free language or 

MeSH language and in 

English. 

PubMed is an

English-language

database, so the

query should be

written in English.

Remember to use

HeTOP to translate

keywords.

52 49



Using advanced search in PubMed
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You can build your search equations

using Title/Abstract, Text Word or

MeSH Terms

Advanced search

Access to 41 indexes, including:

All Fields

Search all fields of the leaflet.  

Includes recent articles not indexed 

by the NLM

MeSH Terms

More targeted search using MeSH

controlled vocabulary

Title/Abstract [TIAB] ou Text Word [TW] 

Search on the title and abstract. It can be 

used as a complement to a MeSH search

Truncation and quotation marks 

can be used with this index!
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Using MeSH Database

How to search with the MeSH Database

1. In the MeSH Database, find the MeSH word 

corresponding to your keyword.

2. To tick or not to tick the qualifiers

3. Add the word MeSH to the Search Builder

4. Search PubMed

Repeat the operation for all your keywords if 

necessary before launching the PubMed search

 PubMed's tool for finding MeSH words

 The MeSH Database makes it possible to link to MeSH words qualifiers (subheadings) that allow the subject 

to be restricted to an aspect (therapy, surgery, diagnosis, administration, prevention and control, etc.)

Depuis la page d’accueil de PubMed

cliquer sur MeSH Database



How do I combine my searches in PubMed?

You can cross-reference 

your searches using the 

search history, which 

remains active for 8 

hours

55



Using filters to limit your search
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PubMed is not a publisher's

platform: for paid publications, you

have to click on the link resolver to

access the articles

 Free full text : Only articles 

submitted for free access can 

be accessed directly from the 

database. You can also find 

them free of charge on the 

Internet

 Full text : you can use the link 

resolvers to access the 

resources to which we 

subscribe

 Limitations by language, date, 

type of publication, age 

group...

 Filters remain activated for the 

duration of a session (8h). 

Remember to delete them if 

necessary!



Use filters to limit your search

WARNING filters remain 

active for all subsequent 

searches. Remember to 

clear them (clear all).

View all filters

57



Deciphering an article reference

1
1. Bibliographic

reference: author, 

title, source, DOI, 

PMID, etc.

2. Summary and 

keywords

3. References to 

similar articles and to 

MeSH terms

4. Direct link to the 

full text if the SCD-

UM has subscribed 

to the resource

2
3

4

58



A few tutorials on how to use 

PubMed better

59

Tutorial from the Interuniversity Health Library of Paris

Sherbrooke Libguide Sorbonne University Library Tutorial

Libguide University of Lausanne

PubMed onlinde help

(in particular "Quick tours", short animated tutorials)

https://www.biusante.parisdescartes.fr/capsules-formations/M18_C1_V2_WEB/story_html5.html
https://libguides.biblio.usherbrooke.ca/pubmed
https://www.bium.ch/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/NewPubMed_20200515_Final-8.pdf
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/disted/pubmed.html


5.

Applications in Internet 

search engines
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Documentary research on the Internet

 Google ? Practical, fast, but...

• The search algorithm has never been released

• Practising search engine optimisation

• Results displayed by IP address

• Use the advanced expert search avancée to find grey literature: reports, 

articles, etc.  Google / Settings / Search.

 Google Scholar

• Multidisciplinary, academic and scientific coverage

• Types of documents indexed: periodical articles, theses, 

books, etc.

• A less efficient search algorithm than its big brother Google?

• Using advanced search

Please note that Google.fr is not 

the same as Google.com

You must first identify yourself on 

your ENT: some of the articles 

proposed in response to your 

request will have an active "Accès

via UM " link next to them because 

of the SCD UM's subscriptions 

(see next slide)



Google Scholar
Multidisciplinary, academic and scientific coverage

In all these examples, activating the

links works normally: you are

automatically redirected to the

article, which is available in full text

because these articles are

published in journals included in the

SCD's subscriptions

62



Documentary research on the Internet

 Identify the publishing organization:

o Domain name (.edu, .com, .gouv)

o Topics « Qui sommes-nous ? », «
About us », etc.

 Identify The author(s):

o Biographical information, 

background, CV, contact, etc.

 Evaluate up-to-date content:

o Date created or date last 
updated

o Active Links

 Evaluate the relevance of the content:

o Level of information (general public, 
academical, etc.)

o Presence/absence of advertising 
content

Need to evaluate the information found via generalist search engines:

 There is no automatic control over what is published on the Internet, so you have to be 

critical and check the information against other sources!



6.

Human and Social Sciences 

data research useful in medicine



Cairn

 Prioritise keyword searches in 

advanced mode

 Browse magazines by subject or type of 

document

 Document types: scientific articles, 

ebooks, magazines

 Fields: humanities and social sciences 

(including linguistics, public health, 

palliative care, psychology, sociology, 

etc.).
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Cairn

The database queries in natural 

language (think of synonyms if 

the results proposed are not 

relevant).

Use Filters

Access to the full 

text
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If you have any questions, please contact us!
Do you have a question?

 A librarian will reply to you by email, within a maximum of 2 working days

 Chat open Monday to Friday, 9h to 18h

 You can access this service from your ENT by clicking on the « UBIB » tile

 By contacting us at the following address: scd-formations@umontpellier.fr

 Or from our catalogue page, in the « Une question ? » tab

Vous avez besoin de plus de 

formation ?

Demander un Rendez-vous personnalisé avec un(e) 

bibliothécaire

67
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